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discussion starters.

We invite you to take the content of our Sunday Morning worship hour, and discuss with a friend, your 
family, or your LIFEgroup each week. This is meant to be a guide for your discussions and can be used as a 

launching point or complete study outline. Feel free to choose all, many or even just one that will work 
best for your LIFEgroup.

SCRIPTURE TO READ.

This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to 
Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. Because 
Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had 
in mind to divorce her quietly. Matthew 1.18-19
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There are a few mentions of St. Francis speaking to the need to practice what you preach, to make sure 
your actions match your words, & he surely did, but he never spoke down to using words.  In fact, St. 
Francis was a preacher... he preached the Gospel all the time, with words... and most often not in churces. 
He would often preach up to 5 times a day, standing on bales of straw or on public building steps, and he 
was fiery & animated...  St Francis would preach to any who would gather to hear him, rich, poor, he 
would even preach to animals. According to scripture, an angel’s core, essential purpose is to speak, to 
deliver a message, a word on God’s behalf. So why were the angels sent, what was their message their 
word? Before we answer that question, I want to ask another. What would have happened if the angels 
didn’t show up? Most of the time we focus on Joseph, Mary & the Shepherd’s response to the angels, 
which is powerful & important, but what if the angels didn’t show up, what if they decided, let’s just let 
the actions speak for themselves... What would have happened?
Jesus didn’t just go around living a good life, doing nice things, healing, loving, feeding, doing miracles, 
without explanation Jesus clearly spoke & proclaimed who He was, why He was doing the things He did, 
and what people should think/do. It’s not enough for the world to witness someone living like Jesus, but 
the explanation, the clarification, our words matter.

SUMMARY.

As you go, proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, 
cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give

Matthew 10.7-8

Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” How, then, can they call on the one they have 
not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they 
hear without someone preaching to them? And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is 
written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” But not all the Israelites accepted 
the good news. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our message?” Consequently, faith comes from 
hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word about Christ.

Romans 10.13-17

...Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that 
you have. But do this with gentleness and respect

1 Peter 3.15

see LIFEgroups webpage for more scripture.
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QUESTIONS TO ASK.B

What are some examples of Jesus using words and actions in the same encounter?

What kind of difference did Jesus make with his words? How would things have been different if he 
only used actions in his ministry?

How have you been impacted by the words of others followers of Jesus? Did it matter that they 
used words, or could they have made as big of an impact with just their actions?
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APPLICATION | CHALLENGE.

Are there specific people in your life that have seen your actions, but may need you to spe-
cifically use words to describe the difference Jesus has made in your life?
Talk with your group about some words/stories you might be able to prepare for the next 
conversation with that person or group of people.
What is God speaking to you about?
What is He calling you to do?

We would love to hear your highlights from this discussion so please email us at 
office@avonwesleyanchurch.com or text us at 585-622-4575.

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITES & RESOURCES.

Visit our webpage www.avonwesleyanchurch.com/lifegroups for more rescources and to 
watch bonus content.

These additional resources include videos from The Bible Project, another for our younger 
kids, and a video to help adults, in explaining and showing grace to kids.
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See Section C for more applications for this week.
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children & youth.

QUESTIONS FOR FAMILIES WITH KIDS.
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Who first told you about Jesus? What is something you remember them telling you, about Jesus?

Would you know that someone loved you, even if they never said it? Would it be harder to believe it, 
if they never told you?

Is there someone in your life, that might need to hear what Jesus means to you?

E

F QUESTIONS FOR AWC YOUTH GROUP.
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4 What could you say to a friend that would help them know more about who Jesus is?
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See the questions in section B

View the "Speak Life" video on the LIFEgroups page of www.avonwesleyanchurch.com, and then 
talk about it.

See Section C for more applications for this week.


