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discussion starters.

We invite you to take the content of our Sunday Morning worship hour, and discuss with a friend, your 
family, or your LIFEgroup each week. This is meant to be a guide for your discussions and can be used as a 

launching point or complete study outline. Feel free to choose all, many or even just one that will work 
best for your LIFEgroup.

SCRIPTURE TO READ.

6 And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and gracious 
God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness,7 maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving 
wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and 
their children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation.

Exodus 34.6-7
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Many things in our lives require maintenance. Vehicles, homes, bodies, and relationships all need regular 
care, attention and upgrades. If we want to be a unified church with a bond that transcends all our differ- 
ences, it will come by a Spirit filled vision of who God is, and consistent efforts to protect that union. Sin 
pre- vents us from having a close relationship with God, and because He has a loyal love, He wants to do 
all that is possible to protect and maintain unity with Him. God’s forgiveness is His protection of His loyal 
love. Sending the sin or offense out of the picture so our relationship can continue. Our sin is no longer an 
obstacle to get past or work through, in order to be close to Him.
Forgiveness is also a weapon. One of the key qualities of a follower of Jesus is forgiveness. It’s because 
our God is forgiving, because that’s what Jesus did, and it’s one of the main ways we fight evil. One of 
Satan’s schemes is to keep us from forgiving. Satan knows that relationships among human beings, even 
among fol- lowers of Jesus, will have problems, failures, sins, and crooked living. So, if he can get us to 
harbor resent- ment, distance ourselves, withhold forgiveness and continued relationship, then Satan can 
do damage.

8 The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. 9 He will not always accuse, 
nor will he harbor his anger forever; 10 he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to 
our iniquities. 11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear 
him; 12 as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.

Psalm 103:8-12
19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the 
cross. 21 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behav-
ior. 22 But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his 
sight, without blemish and free from accusation— Colossians 1.19-22

SUMMARY.

6 Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore that person 
gently. But watch yourselves, or you also may be tempted. 2 Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way 
you will fulfill the law of Christ.

Galatians 6.1-2
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QUESTIONS TO ASK.B

How have you seen Forgiveness re-unite and mend unity in relationships?

How have you witnessed Satan’s foothold in relationships that haven’t experienced forgiveness? 
What other areas/relationships did it affect?

What is the difference between dismissing an offense in an unhealthy way, and “remembering 
graciously”. How does this resemble God’s wrath and consequences for sin, while being a loving, 
gracious, and forgiving God?

God gave His Son for our opportunity to be forgiven. He made the first move. When have you expe-
rienced forgiveness being given before an apology or remorse was shown?
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APPLICATION | CHALLENGE.

Is there anyone in your life that you’ve continued to harbor resentment for, been withhold-
ing forgiveness from, or just simply distanced yourself from? If so, how does God’s charac-
ter, and these scriptures, chal- lenge or speak to your difficult relationships.
What is God speaking to you about?
What is He calling you to do?

 We would love to hear your highlights from this discussion so please email us at 
office@avonwesleyanchurch.com or text us at 585-622-4575.

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITES & RESOURCES.

Visit our webpage www.avonwesleyanchurch.com/lifegroups for more rescources and to 
watch bonus content.

These additional resources include videos from The Bible Project, another for our younger 
kids, and a video to help adults, in explaining and showing grace to kids.
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See Section C for more applications for this week.
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children & youth.

QUESTIONS FOR FAMILIES WITH KIDS.
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Have you ever had to ask a friend or family member to forgive you?

Have you ever had a hard time forgiving someone?

Do you think it is possible to forgive someone before they even apologize?

E

F QUESTIONS FOR AWC YOUTH GROUP.

How have you experienced the power of forgiveness in your family and friendships?

When have you seen or felt the damage from forgiveness not being present in a relationship?

God gave His Son for our opportunity to be forgiven. He made the first move. When have you expe-
rienced forgiveness being given before an apology or remorse was shown?
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4
God sent Jesus to pay for our sin, before we even had a chance to realize our sin or ask for forgive-
ness. When you think about God’s forgiveness, how does it change your response to someone else’s 
apology?
     

See Section C for more applications for this week.
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